E2024

officially incorporated as a city in December
2006.

What a wonderful and gratifying time this is
for the people of Milton. They worked tirelessly
to make this day a reality and have chosen to
honor Mr. Joe Lockwood as the first mayor of
their new city.

Milton is a pastoral, involved and respectful
community. They have seized the opportunity
to have a direct impact on their future. This
achievement also comes with many new re-
sponsibilities. | am confident that the citizens
will successfully embrace these new chal-
lenges. It is my honor to represent this new
Georgia municipality.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the privilege of
bringing the recognition of this House of Rep-
resentatives as we congratulate the people of
Milton, Georgia and wish them the very best
during this exciting transition.

———

THE AMISH SCHOOL SHOOTING OF
THE LITTLE GIRLS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 14, 2006

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, in the 16th Century,
during the period of religious reformation in
Europe, the Mennonite faith was formed. Due
to problems within the religion, a man named
Jacob Amman separated himself, and a group
of followers, from the Mennonite faith and es-
tablished the Amish. Facing religious persecu-
tion for their beliefs, the Amish fled Europe in
the 18th Century. They came to settle in
America, primarily in the rich farmlands of
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana.

During the last 300 years, the Amish have
maintained a peaceful existence among these
farmlands, holding steadfast onto their beliefs
of old, and not conforming to modem-day soci-
ety. They live a simplistic life without the ev-
eryday modern conveniences we have all be-
come accustom to. They do not use electricity,
telephones, computers, or television, and they
do not own automobiles. The Amish are gov-
erned by a set of unwritten rules known as the
“Ordnung.” These rules establish the protocol
and acceptable behavior for an Amish commu-
nity and vary in each community. For exam-
ple, the Ordnung in a particular community
may forbid ever deviating from conservative,
dark, heavy forms of clothes, even during the
summer months, whereas other communities
Ordnungs may relax the dress code during the
summer heat. In general, the Amish avoid
anything that would be considered “hochmut,”
meaning proud or arrogant, and choose to live
their lives in  “demut,” humility, and
“gelassenheit,” submission.

The most important part of an Amish com-
munity is the family. Each family has an aver-
age of seven children. While it is considered
“God’s Will” to how many children one family
will have, it is also vital that there be enough
children to help run the family farm. Amish
children attend school, usually in a one-room
school house run by the Amish community.
Most Amish children do not receive anything
higher than an 8th grade education. The belief
is that the education level is sufficient enough
to adapt the children into their future adult
Amish life.

Amish communities, although surrounded by
modern society, are generally untouched by
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violence plaguing today’s world. They do not
read newspapers, which depict the crimes of
modern society. They do not own televisions,
which run continual news coverage of random
acts of violence occurring throughout modern
society. Their lives could be deemed innocent
and idealistic, sheltered to the evils of society.

All that changed on Monday, October 2,
2006. On this warm, sunny, fall Pennsylvania
day, Charles Carl Roberts IV came home from
his night shift as a milk delivery man, walked
his children to school, and kissed them good-
bye. He went home and wrote four notes: one
to his wife and one to each of his three chil-
dren. Arming himself with a handgun, a shot-
gun, a rifle, and more than 600 rounds of am-
munition, Roberts drove to the quiet Amish
community of Nickel Mines.

Mr.  Speaker, Roberts, with malice
aforethought, and a heart fatally bent on mis-
chief, calmly walked into that one room Amish
schoolhouse and took it, and the children,
hostage. Roberts ordered all of the Amish
boys and the adults from the room. He then
tied up 10 little girls, as they stood against the
chalkboard. For the next hour, these little girls
were trapped with this sadistic monster, who
had vile intentions for their innocence.

It is unclear what triggered Roberts to start
shooting after the initial hour. Perhaps it was
the police presence, perhaps he was haunted
by past sins, or perhaps he was just evil. Re-
gardless of his reason, Roberts opened fire on
these 10 little girls, at point blank range, be-
fore turning the gun on himself. When the
smoke had cleared, Anna Mae Stoltzfus, Mar-
ian Fisher, Naomi Rose Ebersol, and sisters,
Mary Liz and Lena Miller, had not survived
Roberts’ violent rampage. Young girls—young
victims.

Anna Mae, Marian, Naomi Rose, Mary Liz,
and Lena had their whole lives ahead of them.
Lives full of love, family, and new beginnings
as they matured into adulthood. Lives that
were brutally, viciously, and tragically cut short
by Charles Carl Roberts IV, a man too coward
to take just his own life, so he took 5 little girls
with him. The Good Book says that it is better
for a person to be thrown into the sea than to
harm a child.

In the days that followed Roberts’ violent
rampage, questions immediately arose to why
a hard working husband and father would
commit such a crime against the innocent. In
a note written to his wife moments before he
entered the school, Roberts stated several
reasons for the school siege: his anger at God
for the death of his infant daughter in 1997,
his haunted memories of molesting two child
female relatives 20 years previously, and his
thoughts of molesting children again. So to
quell that anger and the demons within, he
took his life. Too bad he took the lives of little
girls as well.

The devastation which befell the Amish
community of Nickel Mines, Pennsylvania
could have destroyed a community unaccus-
tomed to such violence. Yet, the Amish were
determined to overcome this unimaginable
tragedy. In acts of tremendous kindness, gen-
erosity, and forgiveness, the Amish community
not only tended to the families of the slain little
girls, but to the killer's family as well. Within
hours of the attack, members of the Amish
community spoke out about the killings, stating
that in the midst of this tragedy, they forgave
Roberts. They also visited his wife and chil-
dren to offer comfort and aid. Perhaps, in an
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even greater act of mercy, the Amish asked
that a portion of the funds collected for the
families of these girls, be donated to the Rob-
erts family. Mr. Speaker, it is true generosity
and mercy to comfort and care for the family
of the evil who brutally murdered five children
in your community.

Sadly, the tragedy which occurred in a little
Amish schoolhouse in Nickel Mines, Pennsyl-
vania is not isolated. Barely a week before, in
September, an armed gunman took six female
students hostage in Platte Canyon High
School in Bailey, Colorado. During those hor-
rific hours held prisoner inside a classroom,
Duane Morrison subjected the girls to brutal
sexual assaults. As police proceeded to enter
the classroom, Morrison executed a 16 year
old student and then the criminal took his own
life. The Nickel Mines tragedy 5 days later
was eerily reminiscent of the devastation
which took place at Platte Canyon High
School. The Platte Canyon tragedy was remi-
niscent of the Columbine Massacre, which had
taken place in Colorado 7 years earlier.

As a father of 4, 3 of whom are girls, and
a grandfather of 5, 3 of whom are girls as
well, the death of a child is a parent’s worst
fear. No parent should experience such a
heartbreaking loss. The worse thing that can
happen to a parent is to lose a child before
their time. It is the worse thing that can hap-
pen to a community; and it is the worse thing
that can happen to a nation.

These school tragedies reinforce the need
for adequate school safety and security
throughout this country. A school no longer
exists as a safe haven for children, but rather
has become a violent battleground that de-
mands our intercession. A school is an envi-
ronment of learning and enrichment, not fear
and brutality. We must strive to do everything
within our ability to ensure the safety and well-
being of our most precious commodity—our
children. We need to strive to protect schools
from outside intruders and inside rampages.
School safety must be a priority—without it,
children have very little places left to feel safe.

That’s Just the Way It Is.

———

TRIBUTE TO ESSEX NATIONAL
HERITAGE AREA 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 14, 2006

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize the 10th anniversary of the Essex
National Heritage Area and to congratulate the
Essex National Heritage Commission on their
outstanding work.

I can still remember when Tom Leonard
came down to Congress in September of 1995
to testify in support of legislation that Senator
KENNEDY and | had filed to create the Essex
National Heritage Area.

One of the most poignant moments in
Tom’s testimony was when he laid out his vi-
sion for a true public private partnership to
preserve the rich history of Essex County.

During his testimony Tom said, “Let me
stress this point about cooperation. The legis-
lation that is before you today anticipates a
true partnership between the private and pub-
lic sectors. We are not seeking federal hand-
outs and controls.”
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During the last 10 years that vision has en-
sured that the historical treasures in Essex
County will survive for future generations.

As you all know, over two-thirds of the
money used for the Essex National Heritage
Commission’s work is from private sources.

The Congress also plays a significant role in
the important work of the ENHC, providing
over $8.6 million in funding to date.

Over the last 7 years, ENHC has provided
over $1.3 million for 195 projects in 33 com-
munities in Essex County.

In my district, the ENHC has made a num-
ber of grants to Lawrence, Haverhill, Andover,
and Methuen to preserve and educate resi-
dents about our rich history.

ENHC also organizes and funds a number
of other programs including their
groundbreaking History in the Making program
and Essex Heritage Explorers.

Today, as we celebrate the accomplish-
ments of the ENHC, we must also plan for the
future.

In Congress, we have filed legislation to ex-
tend the authorization and increase the cap on
the amount of federal money the Essex Na-
tional Heritage Area can receive.

This legislation is crucial for ENHC to be
able to continue the important preservation
and educational work they do.

| would like to congratulate the staff and vol-
unteers of the Essex National Heritage Com-
mission on 10 years of outstanding work and
thank them for preserving our national herit-
age.

———

TRIBUTE TO MRS. MAGGIE KATIE
BROWN KIDD

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 14, 2006

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize an important milestone in
the life of my constituent Mrs. Maggie Katie
Brown Kidd. On December 8, 2006, Mrs. Kidd
will celebrate her 102nd birthday. Many family
members and friends will recognize this mo-
mentous occasion with a party on November
24, 2006.

Maggie Brown was the eleventh and young-
est child born to William (Doc) and Lucy
Brown. At an early age, Maggie learned the
values of hard work and success as a laborer
on her parents’ farm, and continued in that tra-
dition as an adult. She married Willie (Dock)
Kidd, Ill on November 30, 1940, and raised
two children, John and Rosalyn. Mrs. Brown is
also a grandmother to four, and a great-grand-
mother to three children.

Mrs. Kidd believes her faith in God has con-
tributed to her good health and longevity. Her
family describes her as a loving and selfless
member of the community. When she had little
to offer, Mrs. Kidd shared anyway. She is a
principled and honorable woman, and | am
proud to represent her in the 13th Congres-
sional District of Georgia.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues
to join me in recognizing the life of Mrs.
Maggie Katie Brown Kidd, by wishing her a
very happy 102nd birthday.
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CARROLL A. CAMPBELL, JR.
FEDERAL COURTHOUSE

HON. BOB INGLIS

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 14, 2006

Mr. INGLIS of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to commemorate the life of Carroll
Campbell, a great statesman, a passionate
voice for economic development in South
Carolina, and a good friend. He served the 4th
District of South Carolina as a Representative
in this body from 1979-1986, and | am hon-
ored to serve in the same seat. He also
served the state of South Carolina in the State
House and Senate, and as Governor from
1987-1995, | am honored to have the oppor-
tunity to introduce this bill to name the court-
house to be constructed in Greenville, South
Carolina as the “Carroll A. Campbell, Jr.
United States Courthouse.”

As a Representative for the 4th District of
South Carolina, Campbell was a rising star
from the start, gaining early seats on the Ap-
propriations and Ways & Means Committees
in the 95th to 99th Congresses. He also par-
ticipated with Lee Atwater in South Carolina’s
first presidential primary, helping California
Governor Ronald Reagan ultimately win the
nomination.

As two-term governor, Campbell dem-
onstrated his leadership in difficult and uncer-
tain times for the State of South Carolina, He
was a trusted voice in the evacuation pre-
ceding Hurricane Hugo, and a self-giving lead-
er in the recovery and rebuilding in its after-
math. He is also responsible for attracting
prestigious international firms to South Caro-
lina, including BMW, which is in the 4th Dis-
trict.

In 2001, Campbell announced in an open
letter that he had been diagnosed with Alz-
heimer’s disease and said his wife Iris and his
two sons had joined in the battle. The people
of South Carolina were saddened, and joined
in prayer for his health and perseverance. The
disease claimed his life December 7, 2005.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
life of Carroll A. Campbell, Jr. by naming the
courthouse to be constructed in Greenville,
South Carolina as the “Carroll A. Campbell,
Jr. United States Courthouse.”

———

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
URGING BANGLADESHI GOVERN-
MENT TO DROP JOURNALIST’S
SEDITION CHARGES

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 14, 2006

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing a resolution with Congresswoman NITA
LOWEY (D-NY) calling “on the Government of
Bangladesh to drop sedition charges pending
against Bangladeshi journalist Salah Uddin
Shoaib Choudhury. We introduce this resolu-
tion today to coincide with beginning of Mr.
Choudhury’s  sedition trial. Mr. Choudhury
faces these charges because of his belief in
an interfaith dialogue between Jews and Mus-
lims and articles he published critical of Is-
lamic extremism. Under Bangladeshi law, se-
dition is a crime punishable by death.
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Mr. Choudhury is a journalist in Bangladesh
known for his views on expanding dialogue
between Muslims and Jews, developing ties
with Israel, and criticizing the rise of Islamist
parties in Bangladesh. Mr. Choudhury was de-
tained in November 2003 at Zia International
Airport in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on his way to
board a flight bound for Tel Aviv, Israel, to
participate in the annual Hebrew Writers Con-
ference. Mr. Choudhury’s passport was
seized, along with considerable sums of
money and several personal items. On that
same day, police raided his home and news-
paper, seizing files, computers, and other
valuables.

Since Bangladeshi law prohibits travel to
Israel, Mr. Choudhury was first cited for a
minor passport violation. He subsequently was
charged with sedition, accused of espionage
as an Israeli spy, and incarcerated for 17
months. He was subjected to harsh interroga-
tion techniques, and received no treatment for
a debilitating case of glaucoma.

Despite  public pledges from senior
Bangladeshi government officials that all pend-
ing legal action against Mr. Choudhury would
be dropped, the government pressed forward
on its prosecution of Choudhury for sedition.
Mr. Choudhury won PEN USA’s “Freedom to
Write Award,” and was presented with the
American Jewish Committee’s prestigious
“Moral Courage Award” in absentia in Wash-
ington DC. Mr. Choudhury’s newspaper offices
were bombed by Islamic extremists in July,
and he was attacked by a mob in his office on
October 5. Then a judge with alleged ties to
an Islamic extremist group ruled that Mr.
Choudhury must stand trial for sedition.

For his message of moderation and inter-
faith dialogue, Shoaib Choudhury is facing un-
just criminal charges in an effort to silence
him. Congress must send a clear message:
we cannot allow moderate voices in the Mus-
lim world to be silenced.

The resolution | introduce today calls on the
Government of Bangladesh to drop all charges
against Shoaib Choudhury, return his passport
and possessions, and end his harassment |
want to thank Congresswoman NITA LOWEY for
being the lead co-sponsor of this legislation. |
look forward to working with her and my other
colleagues on this important human rights ini-
tiative.

———

A TRIBUTE TO ED BONNETTE

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 14, 2006

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ed Bonnette, a man who was “instru-
mental in lowering the national voting age to
18.

Ed served as the New Jersey Chair for the
Let US Vote 18 (LUV 18) Committee at the
age of 20. His efforts, combined with the ef-
forts of LUV 18 members in 10 other states,
made it possible for the 26th Amendment to
the Constitution to be ratified in 1971.

The Let US Vote 18 Committee had placed
referendums on New Jersey ballots throughout
the 1960s, without success. In 1970, members
of this group took their case before the Su-
preme Court. The Court agreed that the voting
age must be lowered for Federal elections to
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